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PREFACE 
The first International Colloquium on Pseudo-Boolean Optimization and Related 
Areas took place in Chexbres (Switzerland), from August 30 to September 4, 1987. 
The meeting was organized by C. Ebenegger and the editors of this issue, and was 
attended by more than fifty participants originating from more than 10 countries. 
A sample of these is shown in the photograph on the next page. 
About thirty papers were presented during the five-day meeting. They covered 
many topics in pseudo-Boolean optimization, graph theory, combinatorial op- 
timization and applications to scheduling, expert systems, database queries, etc. 
This issue contains a selection of refereed papers which were presented and dis- 
cussed at the Chexbres meeting. 
The organizers express their gratitude to the following institutions, agencies, com- 
panies for their generous support which made the colloquium possible: 
- Fonds National de la Recherche Scientifique (Bern, Switzerland), 
- Federation des Syndicats Patronaux de Geneve, 
- Management Techniques S.A. (Lausanne). 
We also thank P.L. Hammer for having had his fiftieth birthday in a close neighbor- 
hood of the meeting’s date, thus providing us with a good reason to hold it. 
P. HANSEN 
Rutgers University 
New Brunswick, NJ, USA 
D. DE WERRA 
l?cole PO&technique F&d&ale de Lausanne 
Lausanne, Switzerland 
